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Session	Planning	(*aspira2onal*)	

9	November 	The	FCL055	Ra2ng,	Course	structure,	Presenta2on	of	Par2cipants,		
	Informa2on	Resources,	Sample	Prac2ce	Flight	

16	November	 	Flight	Crews,		ATC	Overview,	Numbers,	ATIS	Structure,	Sample	Flight	
Briefing.		

23	November	 	Flight	Briefings	by	Crews	1	to	7	
30	November	 	Flight	Briefings	Crews	8	and	9,		Taxi	and	Departure	Clearances,	Sample		

departure	and	Taxi	Script	
07	December 	Taxi	Scripts	crews	1	to	6	
14	December	 	Taxi	Scripts	Crews	7,	8,	and	9,		Flying	the	Pa@ern,	Sample	Script.		
21	December	 	PaCern	Prac2ce,	Cross	Country	Phraseology,	Sample	Enroute	scripts.		
28	December 	28	December	?		
04	January	 	Enroute	Scripts,		Air	spaces	and	airways,	Sample	Arrival	briefing	
11	January 	Arrival	Briefings,	Landing,	Refueling	and	Taxi	to	Parking.			
18	January 	Arrival	Radio	Prac2ce,	Weather	Charts,	Inflight	Emergencies	
25	January 	Inflight	Emergency	Prac2ce,	ATIS	prac2ce.	
01	February 	Class	Debriefings,	FCL	055	VFR	test	prepara2on.		
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Sources	for	VFR	Phraseology		

. . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . .. . . . 
 Aéroclub du Dauphiné  

 

 

Aeronautical 
Radiotelephony 
Communications 
for VFR pilots 

 

www.apprendreavoler.com

Based on: 
x ICAO - Manual of Radiotelephony Doc 9432 AN/925 Fourth Edition – 2007 
x ICAO – Air Traffic Management Doc 4444-ATM/501 Fifteen Edition - 2007 

 
 

Edition 1.4  -  18/01/2014      January 2014        Jean-Yves Larnaudie 

 A GUIDE TO PHRASEOLOGY
FOR GENERAL AVIATION PILOTS IN EUROPE

EGAST
Component of ESSI

European General Aviation Safety Team

Eurocontrol	
A	Guide	to	Phraseology	

ACD	Aeronau2cal	
Radiotelephony	

Communica2ons	for		
VFR	(J.-Y.	Larnaudie)	

All	Clear	
ICAO	Standard		
Phraseology		

	
	

SIA	Phraséologie	
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Direction des Opérations  
DSNA 
9, rue Champagne  
91 205 Athis Mons Cedex

Manuel de phraséologie à l’usage 
de la circulation aérienne générale 

À jour au 15 avril 2023 

10ème 
édition 

ICAO Phraseology Reference Guide  ALL CLEAR AGC safety initiative 

 

ICAO Standard Phraseology 

A Quick Reference Guide for  
Commercial Air Transport Pilots 

Communication error is the biggest causal factor 
in both level busts and runway incursions in 
Europe. This document aims to provide 
Commercial Air Transport (CAT) pilots and other 
pilots flying IFR within controlled airspace with a 
quick reference guide to commonly used 
radiotelephony (RTF) phrases that may be 
encountered during a routine CAT flight in 
European Airspace. 



Frequencies:	Decimal	vs	Point	

121.0		“one	two	one	decimal	zero”	

	
In	Europe	(ICAO)	we	say	“Decimal”.	In	the	US	(FAA)	we	say	“point”.	

	

From	the	US	FAA-AIM:	When	a	radio	frequency	contains	a	decimal	point,	the	
decimal	point	is	spoken	as	“POINT.”		…ICAO	procedures	require	the	decimal	
point	be	spoken	as	“DECIMAL.”	The	FAA	will	honor	such	usage	by	military	
aircral	and	all	other	aircral	required	to	use	ICAO	procedures.	
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Exact	Read-back	of		
“Clear	to	Land”		and	“Clear	to	Take-Off”	?	

From	Albert	Scius:	I	have	asked	ques2on	to	my	cer2fying	body	and	this	is	the	final	answer	
	
From	SERA.8015	Air	Traffic	Control	clearances	
(1)	The	flight	crew	shall	read	back	to	the	air	traffic	controller	safety-related	parts	
of	ATC	clearances	and	instruc2ons	which	are	transmiCed	by	voice.	The	following	
items	shall	always	be	read	back:	

	(i)	ATC	route	clearances;	(as	used	in	flight	plans)	
	(ii)	clearances	and	instruc2ons	to	enter,	land	on,	take	off	from,	hold	short	of,	

cross,	taxi	and	backtrack	on	any	runway;	and	
	(iii)	runway-in-use,	al2meter	sepngs,	SSR	codes,	newly	assigned	

communica2on	channels,	level	instruc2ons,	heading	and	speed	instruc2ons;	and	
	(iv)Transi2on	levels,	whether	issued	by	the	controller	or	contained	in	ATIS	

broadcasts.	
(2)	Other	clearances	or	instruc2ons,	including	condi2onal	clearances	and	taxi	
instruc2ons,	shall	be	read	back	or	acknowledged	in	a	manner	to	clearly	indicate	
that	they	have	been	understood	and	will	be	complied	with.	
(3)	The	controller	shall	listen	to	the	read-back	to	ascertain	that	the	clearance	or	
instruc2on	has	been	correctly	acknowledged	by	the	flight	crew	and	shall	take	
immediate	ac2on	to	correct	any	discrepancies	revealed	by	the	read-back.	
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Exact	Read-back	of		
“Clear	to	Land”		and	“Clear	to	Take-Off”	

The	FCL	055	VFR	exam	and	ra2ng	are	based	on	the	EASA/ICAO	standards.			
These	standards	authorize	the	use	of	"Clear	to	take	off"	or	"Clear	to	land"	by	the	pilot.	
(SERA	8015,	NPA	2021-05;	CRD	2021-05;	SERA	14035;	decision	2022-020-r)		
Knowledge	of	opera2onal	procedures	is	not	tested	in	FCL055		language	tests.		
What	is	evaluated	is	the	ability	to	have	a	clear	communica2on	between	the	
Pilot	and	the	Controller.		
	
In	summary:	During	the	FCL	055	Test	if	the	words	'clear	to	land"	or	"clear	to	
take	off	"	are	used	during	the	test	this	is	not	consider	as	a	fault.	If	the	read	
back	of	a	take	off	or	land	clearance	includes	words		such	as	"Landing	...	or	
"Taking	off..."	this	will	not	be	consider	as	a	fault	either	and	will	not	impact	the	
ra2ng.		
The	recommendaLon	of	my	cerLfying	body	is	to	keep	things	simple	so	
everybody	can	understand	who	is	authorized	to	do	what.			

6	



ACD	MasterClass	Flight	Crews	

	
	

Crew Names Aircraft Type Departure Destination 

1 	Gabriel	Faivre,	
Jean-Laurent	Philippe			

 F-HGPC DR455 LFLG LIMZ 

2 Chris2an		Charrier		
Johan	Malaquin				

 F-HGPC  DR435  LFAC EGSU 

3 	Francois	Zanier,	
	Frederic	Dumas			

F-GNXT  DR455 LFLS  LSZA 

4 Jean-Louis	Monin,		
Roman	Dieuguillot				

F-GSRE  DR460 LFLS LSGL 

5 Thomas	Calmant,		
François-Karim		Laben	

F-HBFO  DR435 LFLS LSGE 

6 Jean-Yves	Larnaudie,		
Alejandro	López			

F-HGPC  DR455 LFLS LIPZ 

7 Augus2n	Chatain			 F-GNXT  DR455 LFLS  LSGS  

 8 Sebas2en	Roy,		
Alexis	Mermet			

 F-HGPC DR455   LFLG LIMZ 

9 	Sebas2en	Monges,	
Simon	Lang			

 F-HGPC DR455 LELL LFLG 
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Crew	7:	LFLS	to	LSGS	with	F-GNXT	
Augus2n	Chatain	
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Departure from LFLS - On ground 
VFR/IFR Airport with ATIS, Ground and Tower 

	

Pilot:   Grenoble Ground, Robin F-GNXT good morning. 
Ground:  Robin F-GNXT pass your message 
Pilot:   Robin F-GNXT, DR400 2 POB from apron E request Taxi for VFR  

 Departure from intersection N6 to LSGS Sion via NE 3300 ft with 
 information A.  

Ground:  Robin F-GNXT, runway 09 in use, Squawk 1234 taxi to holding point N6 
 and report ready for departure on Tower frequency 119.300. 

Pilot:      Runway 09, Squawk 1234, Taxi to holding point N6 and report ready for 
 departure on Tower frequency 119.300, Robin F-GNXT. 

Pilot:       Grenoble Tower, Robin F-GNXT Good Morning, at N6 ready for 
 intersection departure from N6 Runway 09. 

Tower:      Robin F-GNXT Good morning, from N6 line-up R 09, wind calm, clear 
for Take Off, report NE. 

Pilot:          From N6 Line-up R 09, cleared for Takeoff, will report NE.	 10	



Departure from LFLS - Airborne 
VFR/IFR Airport with ATIS, Ground and Tower 

	

Pilot:  Grenoble Tower, Robin F-GNXT at NE 3300ft 
Tower:  Robin F-GNXT Squawk 7000 or with Chambery Info 123.700 leave the frequency, 

good-day. 
Pilot:  With Chambery 123.700, thank you have a good day.  
Pilot:    Chambery Info, Robin F-GNXT Good day.   
Chambery:     Robin F-GNXT pass your message.  
Pilot:    Robin F-GNXT, DR400 2POB, VFR departure from LFLS to LSGS Sion, now 

overhead Lac de Paladru, 3300ft, next route point LFKA Albertville, for the 
Information Service.  

Chambery:      Robin F-GNXT, QNH 1016, Squawk 1234. no traffic on your route. 
Pilot:                QNH 1016, Squawk 1234 for Robin F-GNXT. 
Chambery:      Robin F-GNXT îs identified 3300ft East of Lac de Paladru.  
Pilot:                Identified Robin F-GNXT Thank you. 
Pilot:                Chambery Information from Robin F-GNXT, initially climbing 7000ft QNH 

1016 to stay below TMA 10 Lyon. Any glider activity at Challes-Les-Eaux LFLE?  
Chambery:      Robin F-GNXT copy.  No gliding activity reported at LFLE. 
Pilot:               Thank you Robin F-GNXT. 
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Crew	8:	LFLG	to	LIMZ	with	F-HGPC	
Sebas2en	Roy,	Alexis	Mermet			
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Departure	
� VAC	

✔  AD reserved for radio-equipped ACFT	
✔  Taxiing prohibited except on RWY and TWY. 	
✔  Noise abatement procedure : TKOF must 

start from RWY ends. 	
❑  TKOF RWY 04 : at RWY end climb MAG 

036° report over silos passing the Isere river 
(1 NM) then come back heading 042°. 	

❑  TKOF RWY 22 : climb MAG 242° until 
overflying the road (0.5 NM) then follow MAG 
222°. 	

✔  Outside ATS SKED : radio monitoring , A/A 
on 121.000 MHz. 	

✔  SW & NE points not visible on the VAC	
� RWY	

✔  Preferred QFU : 042° 	
✔  Outside ATS SKED : 

- Simultaneous TKOF QFU 222° prohibited. 
- TKOF grass RWY reserved for home-based 
ACFT. 	

� Taxi	
✔  04: Parking Club, taxi via E1	
✔  22: Parking Club, taxi F1 F2 E5	
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Departure	from	LFLG	
Busy	VFR	Airport	with	ATIS,	Ground	and	Tower	

Pilot:	 	Le	Versoud	Ground,	Robin	F-HGPC.		Good	Morning	
Ground:	Robin	F-HGPC,	Le	Versoud	Ground.		Pass	your	message	
Pilot:	 	Robin	F-HGPC	on	the	apron,	2	POB,		request	taxi	for	VFR	departure	to	

Cuneo	LIMZ	with	flight	plan	with	informa2on	Bravo	
Ground:	F-PC	Taxi	to	Holding	Point	E1	Runway	04	contact	tower	when	ready	on	

121.0	
Pilot: 	Taxiing	to	Holding	Point	E1	Runway	04,	will	contact	tower	when	ready	

on	121.0,	Robin	F-PC	
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Departure	from	LFLG	
Busy	VFR	Airport	with	ATIS,	Ground	and	Tower	

Pilot:	 	Le	Versoud	Tower,	Robin	F-HGPC	on	121.0	at	Holding	Point		E1.		Ready	
for	Departure	Runway	04.	

Tower:	 	F-PC,	Line	up	Runway	04,	wind	calm,	Cleared	for	takeoff,	report	leaving	
frequency	

Pilot: 	Lining	up	runway	04	and	Taking	off,	will	report	when	leaving	frequency,	
Robin	F-HGPC.		
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Crew	9:	LELL	to	LFLG	with	F-HGPC	
Sebas2en	Monges,	Simon	Lang			
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DEPARTURE	FROM	LELL	
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OPERATION	Hours:	from	9am	(Local)	to	sunset	

	

METAR/TAF 	half-hourly	

	

Fuel	types 	100LL,	Jet-A1	

	

2	radio	frequencies	

	Ground	121.605	(unlikely)	

	Tower 	120.805	

	

No	ATIS	
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Pilot: 	Sabadell	Ground,	F-HGPC,	good	day	
Ground: 	F-HGPC,	Sabadell	Ground,	go	ahead	
Pilot: 	Robin	DR401	F-HGPC,	at	R2,VFR	to	LFLG,	North	departure,	ready	to	Taxi	
Ground: 	F-PC,	taxi	to	Holding	Point	RWY31	via	T4,	T5,	QNH	1013,	Wind	290	10kts,	SQUAWK	

7073,	contact	tower	on	120.805	and	report	ready	
Pilot: 	Taxiing	to	Holding	Point	RWY31	via	T4,	T5,	QNH	1013,	SQUAWK	7073	and	

repor2ng	ready	Robin	F-PC	
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Pilot: 	Sabadell	Tower,	F-HGPC,	good	day	
Tower: 	F-HGPC,	Sabadell	Tower,	go	ahead	
Pilot:	 	Robin	F-PC,	holding	point	T5	RWY31,	

ready	for	departure	
Tower:	 	F-PC,	line	up	and	wait	RWY31			
Pilot: 	Lining	up	and	wai2ng	RWY31,	Robin	F-PC	

Tower: 	F-HGPC,	Wind	290	10kts,	cleared	
to	take-off,	RWY31	

Pilot: 	Taking-off	RWY31,	Robin	F-PC	
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Tower: 	F-HGPC,		monitor	Barcelona,	131.125	
Pilot: 	Monitor	Barcelona,	131.125,	Robin	F-HGPC	
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Avia2on	English	Par2cipants	

23	

No. Name 

1 Gabriel	Faivre 

2 Sebas2en	Roy 

3 Alexis	Mermet 

4 Jean	Laurent	Philippe 

5 Francois	Zanier 

6 Jean-Louis	Monin 

7 Thomas	Calmant 

8 Johan	Malaquin 

9 Sebas2en	Monges 

10 Roman	Dieuguillot 

No. Name 

11 Simon	Lang 

12 Frederic	Dumas 

13 François-Karim		Laben 

14 Chris2an		Charrier 

15 Jean-Yves	Larnaudie 

16 Alejandro	López 



The	term	“unfamiliar”	can	be	used	to	inform	ATS		that	you	are	not	familiar	with	the	
taxiways	and	may	not	be	able	to	receive	abbreviated,	complex	or	fast-paced	
informa2on.	The	ATS	unit	will	offer	you	direct	or	uncomplicated	rou2ng	and	to	pay	
aCen2on	your	safety.		
Example:		
Pilot:	 	Clermont	Ground,	Robin	F-GTPT,		on	Sierra	apron	with	informa2on	Hotel,		

Unfamiliar	with	Airport.	Request	taxi	to	Runway	08	for	VFR	departure	to	Grenoble.		
Ground:	 	Robin	FGTPT,	Clermont	Ground,	Right	turn	on	taxiway	B,	taxi	to	intersec2on	C4.		
Pilot:	 		Right	turn	on	taxiway	B,	taxi	to	intersec2on	C4,	Robin	F-PT	

(Note	that	intersec2on	C4	is	a	clearance	limit)	

24	
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Taxi	InstrucLons:	Unfamiliar	



Taxi	InstrucLons:	Progressive	Taxi			

If	you	are	unfamiliar	with	an	airport	or	unsure	of	your	posi2on,	you	may	request	
Progressive	Taxi.	The	controller	will	divide	your	taxi	route	into	manageable	
sec2ons	and	issue	you	instruc2ons	for	each	sec2on	

	
Example:		
Pilot: 	Clermont	Ground,		Runway	26	vacated	at	D2,	unfamiliar	with	airport,	

request	progressive	taxi	to	terminal,	Robin	F-GTPT	
Ground:	 	Robin	F-PT,	Clermont	Ground,	Progressive	Taxi	to	Terminal,	turn	right	

on	taxiway	T2	and	taxi	to	intersec2on	D3.		
Pilot: 	Right	on	taxiway	T2	and	taxi	to	intersec2on	D3,	F-PT	
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Departure	Instruc2ons	
(from	Nav	Canada	VFR	Phraseology)	

ATC	may	issue	specific	departure	instruc2ons.	This	is	NOT	a	take-off	clearance.	
Example	
ATC:	 	(aircral	call	sign)	(instruc2on)		
Pilot:	 	(instruc2ons)	(aircral	call	sign)	
	
Example:		
Pilot:	 	Clermont	Tower,	Robin	F-GTPT,	holding	short	of	runway	08	at	C4,	ready	for	

departure.		
Tower:	 	Robin	F-PT,	Aler	departure,	fly	Runway	heading,	climb	2500	feet	and	

contact	Clermont	approach	on	122.225.		
Pilot: 	Aler	departure,	Fly	runway	heading,	climb	2500	feet	and	contact	Clermont	

approach	on	122.225,			Robin	F-PT		
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Takeoff		
(from	Nav	Canada	VFR	Phraseology)	

To	take	off	from	a	controlled	runway,	you	must	be	issued	a	clearance	
containing	the	words	CLEARED	FOR	TAKEOFF.	
Ensure	you	are	holding	short	of	the	appropriate	runway	and	are	ready	
to	take	off	before	contacDng	ATC.	When	you	receive	your	take-off	
clearance,	it	is	good	pracDce	to	repeat	the	runway	number	in	your	read	
back.	(See	also	p8	and	p12	of	ICAO	manual)	
		
AircraW:	 	(ATC	unit	call	sign)	(aircral	call	sign)	HOLDING	SHORT	RUNWAY	

(runway	number,	ready	for	departure)	
ATC:	 	(aircral	call	sign)	CLEARED	FOR	TAKEOFF	RUNWAY	(runway	number)	
	
Example:		
Pilot: 	Clermont	Tower,	F-GTPT	Holding	short	of	Runway	08	at	C4,	Ready	for	

departure	
Tower:	 		Robin	F-PT	wind	150,	3	kts	Cleared	for	takeoff	runway	08	
Pilot:	 	Cleared	for	Takeoff	runway	08,	F-PT	
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Immediate	Takeoff		
(from	Nav	Canada	VFR	Phraseology)	

Tower	may	 ask	 if	 you	 are	 able	 to	 perform	 an	 immediate	 departure.	 This	means	
that	because	of	other	traffic,	no	extra	Dme	can	be	spent	on	the	runway.	You	must	
taxi	onto	the	runway	and	take	off	with	no	delay.	If	you	are	unable	to	do	this,	say	
“unable”,	 remain	holding	 short,	 and	 the	 tower	will	 issue	 you	a	 standard	 take-off	
clearance	when	able.	

	
Example:		
Pilot: 	Clermont	Tower,	F-GTPT	Holding	short	of	Runway	08	at	C4,	Ready	for	

departure	
Tower:	 	F-PT,	are	you	able	an	immediate	departure?		
Pilot:	 	Affirm,	Robin	F-PT	
Tower:	 	Robin	F-PT	wind	150	3	kts,		Cleared	for	immediate	takeoff	runway	08		
Pilot:	 	Cleared	for	immediate	takeoff	runway	08,	F-PT	

28	



Readback	of	Clearances	
(EuroControl	Guide,	p7	and	p17)	
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EuroControl:	Guide	to	Phraseology	

30	



Basic	Aerodrome	Pa@ern	(US	and	Canada)			

The	traffic	paCern	is	divided	into	legs	which	form	a	rectangle.				
Legs	define	a	phase	of	flight	associated	with	takeoff,	landing,	or	
closed	paCern	touch	and	go	opera2ons,	entry	and	departure.		

	
31	



	Arrival	and	Entry	in	US	and	Canada	

In	Canada	and	the	US,	arriving	pilots	are	encouraged	to	enter	the	paCern	
downwind	at	45	degrees.		

In	France,	pilots	should	enter	the	downwind	leg	from	overhead	or	straight	in.	
Pilots	may	choose	to	execute	a	straight-in	approach	to	final.	Pilots	on	a	
straight-in	approach	must	not	disrupt	the	flow	of	arriving	and	depar2ng	
traffic.		

Pilots	opera2ng	in	the	traffic	paCern	should	be	alert	for	aircral	execu2ng	a	
downwind	entry	or	a	straight-in	approach.		
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	Arrival	and	Entry	–	NonControlled	Airfield		
	

	
 FFA - RÈGLE PRATIQUE - LE PILOTE VFR DANS LE CIRCUIT D'UN AD EN AUTO-INFORMATION      DÉCEMBRE 2022  
    

RÈGLE PRATIQUE 
LE PILOTE VFR DANS LE CIRCUIT D'UN 
AÉRODROME EN AUTO-INFORMATION  

	
	

	

	



Basic	Circuit	Pa@ern	ReporLng			
(from	Nav	Canada	VFR	Phraseology)	

If	entering	circuit	directly	aTer	takeoff,		report	your	posiDon	on	downwind	

	
Pilot	:	 	(aircral	call	sign)	DOWNWIND	(inten2on)			

Example:		

Pilot: 	Robin	F-PT		Downwind	runway	04	for	a	touch-and-go	

Tower:	 	F-PT	number	2		report	final		

Pilot: 	Number	2,		will	report	final		Robin	F-PT		
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Basic	Aerodrome	Pa@ern:	LeW	or	Right	Pa@ern			

The	visual	circuit	direc2on	may	be	a	lel	hand	or	a	right	hand	paCern,	determined	
by	direc2on	of	turns.		

By	default,	paCerns	are	flown	with	Lel	turns.	
If	you	are	flying	a	right	hand	paCern	you	must	include	this	in	your	transmissions.		

	

Pilot:	 	Right	downwind	Runway	27	for		landing,	Robin	F-GTPT	

Tower:		F-PT,		Number	2,	traffic	on	final,	report	Final	Runway	27,	Grenoble	Tower	
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ATC Circuit Instructions

After ATC has advised you of traffic and you have confirmed traffic in sight, ATC may issue one of 
the following instructions.

ATC Instruction Meaning

Turn crosswind to 
follow traffic

Do not turn crosswind 
until you are in a 
position to follow 
traffic on downwind

 
2
7

Extend downwind to 
follow traffic on final

Continue on the 
downwind leg so that 
you can turn base 
to follow traffic

 
2
7

Continue downwind, 
I will advise base turn

Continue on the 
downwind until instructed 
to turn base

 
2
7

Do a right hand 360 Perform a three hundred 
and sixty degree turn 
to the right and rejoin 
the circuit

 
2
7

Make the next circuit 
right hand

Change from a left to 
a right hand circuit

 
2
7

Direct to threshold From your current 
position, fly in a straight 
line to the threshold of 
the specified runway

 
2
7

36	
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Basic	Aerodrome	Pa@ern:	Parallel	Runways	
Some	aerodromes	have	parallel	runways.	These	have	the	same	numerical	
designator	but	they	are	dis2nguished	by	adding	the	word	‘lel’	or	‘right’	
aler	the	number,	e.g.	‘Runway	27	lel’	and	‘Runway	27	right’.	At	aerodromes	
with	parallel	runways	you	should	take	extra	care	and	ensure	you	use	the	
correct	runway.		
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Aerodrome	Pa@ern:	LeW	or	Right	Pa@ern?			
When	planning	a	flight	always	check	the	circuit	direc2ons	at	your	
des2na2on	aerodrome.		
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Basic	Aerodrome	Pa@ern			
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	Segmented	Circle	Airport	Marker	System		

Airfields	may	have	a	Segmented	Circle	Airport	Marker	System,	
composed	of	a:		

Segmented	Circle	used	to	mark	the	center	of	a	landing	area;			

Wind	DirecLon	Indicator,		typically	a	wind	cone;			
Landing	DirecLon	Indicator	to	show	the	direc2on	for	landings	and	
takeoffs;	

Traffic	Pa@ern	Indicator:	A	pair	of	L-shaped	indicators	to	indicate	
the	direc2on	of	the	traffic	paCern.			
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Basic	Circuit	Pa@ern:	Landing	Clearance			
(from	Nav	Canada	VFR	Phraseology)	

A	landing	clearance	provides	authoriza2on	to	land.	However,	the	decision	on	
whether	to	land	or	pull	up	and	go	around	is	yours.		

If	you	ini2ate	an	Go-around	(overshoot	or	rejected	landing),	advise	ATC	as	soon	
as	safely	able.	Once	issued	a	landing	clearance,	you	may	land	the	aircral	on	the	
designated	runway	and	exit	to	an	appropriate	taxiway.		

You	must	have	a	clearance	to	backtrack	a	runway.			

You	must	have	a	clearance	to	cross	an	ac2ve	runway	during	taxi.		

	

ATC:	(aircral	call	sign)	(traffic/hazard/obstacle	informa2on	if	necessary)	(landing	
and	exit	instruc2ons)	(wind)	CLEARED	(land/touch-and-go/etc.)	RUNWAY	(runway	
number)		

AircraW:	CLEARED	(land/touch-and-go/etc.)	RUNWAY	(runway	number)		

(or		“Landing		(touch-and-going)	RUNWAY	(runway	number)”	)	
	

	
41	



Landing	Clearance	Format			
(from	Nav	Canada	VFR	Phraseology)	

A	landing	clearance	provides	authoriza2on	to	land.	

	
ATC:	(aircral	call	sign)	(traffic/hazard/obstacle	informa2on	if	necessary)	
(landing	and	exit	instruc2ons)	(wind)	CLEARED	(to	land/	for	touch-and-go/
etc.)	RUNWAY	(runway	number)		

AircraW:	CLEARED	(to	land/	for	touch-and-go/etc.)	RUNWAY	(runway	number)		
	

Example:		

Tower:	 	Robin	F-PT,	wind	030	at	5	knots,	Cleared	to	land	runway	09	
Pilot: 		Cleared	to	Land	Runway	09,	F-PT	
Or	

Pilot: 		Landing		Runway	09,	F-PT	
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Cleared	for	the	OpLon	
(from	Nav	Canada	VFR	Phraseology)	

You	may	request	a	variety	of	op2ons	for	the	final	leg	and	touchdown	por2on	
of	your	circuit.	These	op2ons	include:	touch-and-go,	low	approach,	missed	
approach,	stop-and-go,	full	stop	landing,	simulated	rejected	takeoff,	reduced	
power	takeoff	or	simulated	engine	failure.	This	request	should	be	made	as	
part	of	your	downwind	call.		If	the	circuit	or	airport	is	busy,	you	may	not	be	
issued	clearance	for	the	op2on.	
	

Example:		
Pilot	:	 	Robin	F-PT,	Right	downwind	Runway	09,	request	the	op2on	

Tower: 		Robin	F-PT,	Number	one,	cleared	for	the	op2on	Runway	09		

navcanada.ca  27

Basic Circuit Pattern

The following are examples of calls you may be requested to make in the circuit. These examples are 
assuming you are entering the circuit at an aerodrome from outside of the airspace. If available, listen 
to the ATIS before entering the airspace.

If entering circuit directly after takeoff, begin at downwind call.

Aircraft: (ATC unit call sign) (aircraft call sign) (position) (altitude) (intentions)

ATC: (aircraft call sign) (runway in use) (wind) (current altimeter setting) CLEARED TO THE CIRCUIT/LEFT 
BASE/DOWNWIND ETC. (specific requested reporting points, i.e. report final)

When established on downwind…

Aircraft: (aircraft call sign) DOWNWIND (runway number)

Additional requested reporting points…

Aircraft: (aircraft call sign) BASE/FINAL/LONG FINAL (runway number) (intentions)

Yellowknife Tower, Seminole Golf Bravo Charlie Charlie, with information India, 
ten miles south, six thousand five hundred feet, for landing

Seminole Golf Bravo Charlie Charlie, Yellowknife Tower, runway one zero, wind one four 
zero at ten, altimeter setting two niner niner fife, cleared left downwind, report final

Cleared left downwind one zero, report final, Golf Bravo Charlie Charlie

Golf Bravo Charlie Charlie, final runway one zero

navcanada.ca  29

ATC Circuit Instructions

After ATC has advised you of traffic and you have confirmed traffic in sight, ATC may issue one of 
the following instructions.

ATC Instruction Meaning

Turn crosswind to 
follow traffic

Do not turn crosswind 
until you are in a 
position to follow 
traffic on downwind

 
27

Extend downwind to 
follow traffic on final

Continue on the 
downwind leg so that 
you can turn base 
to follow traffic

 
27

Continue downwind, 
I will advise base turn

Continue on the 
downwind until instructed 
to turn base

 
27

Do a right hand 360 Perform a three hundred 
and sixty degree turn 
to the right and rejoin 
the circuit

 
27

Make the next circuit 
right hand

Change from a left to 
a right hand circuit

 
27

Direct to threshold From your current 
position, fly in a straight 
line to the threshold of 
the specified runway

 
27
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Basic Circuit Pattern

The following are examples of calls you may be requested to make in the circuit. These examples are 
assuming you are entering the circuit at an aerodrome from outside of the airspace. If available, listen 
to the ATIS before entering the airspace.

If entering circuit directly after takeoff, begin at downwind call.

Aircraft: (ATC unit call sign) (aircraft call sign) (position) (altitude) (intentions)

ATC: (aircraft call sign) (runway in use) (wind) (current altimeter setting) CLEARED TO THE CIRCUIT/LEFT 
BASE/DOWNWIND ETC. (specific requested reporting points, i.e. report final)

When established on downwind…

Aircraft: (aircraft call sign) DOWNWIND (runway number)

Additional requested reporting points…

Aircraft: (aircraft call sign) BASE/FINAL/LONG FINAL (runway number) (intentions)

Yellowknife Tower, Seminole Golf Bravo Charlie Charlie, with information India, 
ten miles south, six thousand five hundred feet, for landing

Seminole Golf Bravo Charlie Charlie, Yellowknife Tower, runway one zero, wind one four 
zero at ten, altimeter setting two niner niner fife, cleared left downwind, report final

Cleared left downwind one zero, report final, Golf Bravo Charlie Charlie

Golf Bravo Charlie Charlie, final runway one zero
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Basic	Aerodrome	Pa@ern:	Go-Around	

Go-Around:	Pilot	abandons	the	approach	and	rejoins	the	circuit.	
A	go-around	may	be	conducted	due	to	ATC	instruc2on,	occupied	
runway,		unstable	approach	or	improper	trajectory.		

(from	Nav	Canada)	:	On	Go-around,	unless	otherwise	advised	by	
ATC,	a	VFR	aircral	or	an	aircral	conduc2ng	visual	approach	
should	overfly	the	runway	while	climbing	to	traffic	paCern	
al2tude	and	enter	the	traffic	paCern	via	the	crosswind	leg.			

(in	France	we	use	a		sidestep	to	the	right)	
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Basic	Aerodrome	Pa@ern:	Upwind	Leg	

Upwind:	A	flight	path	parallel	to	the	landing	runway	in	the	
landing	direc2on	

The	upwind	leg	is	separate	and	dis2nct	from	the	departure	leg	
and	olen	used	to	reference	the	flight	path	flown	aler	takeoff	(or	
a	touch	and	go),	or	as	part	of	a	Go	Around	
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ATC	Circuit	InstrucLons		
(from	Nav	Canada	VFR	Phraseology)	
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ATC Circuit Instructions

After ATC has advised you of traffic and you have confirmed traffic in sight, ATC may issue one of 
the following instructions.

ATC Instruction Meaning

Turn crosswind to 
follow traffic

Do not turn crosswind 
until you are in a 
position to follow 
traffic on downwind

 
2
7

Extend downwind to 
follow traffic on final

Continue on the 
downwind leg so that 
you can turn base 
to follow traffic

 
2
7

Continue downwind, 
I will advise base turn

Continue on the 
downwind until instructed 
to turn base

 
2
7

Do a right hand 360 Perform a three hundred 
and sixty degree turn 
to the right and rejoin 
the circuit

 
2
7

Make the next circuit 
right hand

Change from a left to 
a right hand circuit

 
2
7

Direct to threshold From your current 
position, fly in a straight 
line to the threshold of 
the specified runway

 
2
7

46	



ATC	Circuit	InstrucLons		
(from	Nav	Canada	VFR	Phraseology)	
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ATC Circuit Instructions

After ATC has advised you of traffic and you have confirmed traffic in sight, ATC may issue one of 
the following instructions.

ATC Instruction Meaning

Turn crosswind to 
follow traffic

Do not turn crosswind 
until you are in a 
position to follow 
traffic on downwind

 
2
7

Extend downwind to 
follow traffic on final

Continue on the 
downwind leg so that 
you can turn base 
to follow traffic

 
2
7

Continue downwind, 
I will advise base turn

Continue on the 
downwind until instructed 
to turn base

 
2
7

Do a right hand 360 Perform a three hundred 
and sixty degree turn 
to the right and rejoin 
the circuit

 
2
7

Make the next circuit 
right hand

Change from a left to 
a right hand circuit

 
2
7

Direct to threshold From your current 
position, fly in a straight 
line to the threshold of 
the specified runway

 
2
7
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ATC	Circuit	InstrucLons		
(from	Nav	Canada	VFR	Phraseology)	

If	you	are	given	an	instrucDon	that	includes	NOW,	comply	
immediately	as	long	as	you	are	safely	able.	If	you	are	unable,	
inform	ATC.		
ATC:	 	(Aircral)	(ATC),		(instruc2on)	NOW			

Example:		

Tower:	 	Robin	F-PT,	turn	lel	base	runway	27	NOW	you	are	number	one		
Cleared	for	the	op2on	

Pilot: 		Lel	base	runway	27	NOW	,	Cleared	for	the	op2on,	F-PT	
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ATC Circuit Instructions

After ATC has advised you of traffic and you have confirmed traffic in sight, ATC may issue one of 
the following instructions.

ATC Instruction Meaning

Turn crosswind to 
follow traffic

Do not turn crosswind 
until you are in a 
position to follow 
traffic on downwind

 
2
7

Extend downwind to 
follow traffic on final

Continue on the 
downwind leg so that 
you can turn base 
to follow traffic

 
2
7

Continue downwind, 
I will advise base turn

Continue on the 
downwind until instructed 
to turn base

 
2
7

Do a right hand 360 Perform a three hundred 
and sixty degree turn 
to the right and rejoin 
the circuit

 
2
7

Make the next circuit 
right hand

Change from a left to 
a right hand circuit

 
2
7

Direct to threshold From your current 
position, fly in a straight 
line to the threshold of 
the specified runway

 
2
7
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Arrival	and	Entry	
(from	Nav	Canada	VFR	Phraseology)	

Pilot:	 	(ATC	unit	call	sign)	(aircral	call	sign)	(posi2on)	(al2tude)	(inten2ons)		

Tower:	 		(aircral	call	sign),	(ATC	unit	call	sign),	Report	(posi2on)		(runway)	
	

Example:		

Pilot:	 	Grenoble	Tower,		Robin	F-GTPT	

Tower:	 	Robin	F-PT,	Grenoble	Tower	

Pilot:	 	Grenoble	Tower,		Robin	F-GTPT,	VFR	flight	plan	from	Le	Versoud,	
approaching	SE		2500	for	landing,	with	informa2on	Bravo	

Tower:	 	Robin	F-PT,	Grenoble	Tower,	Report	right	downwind	runway	09		

Pilot: 	Will	Report	right	downwind	runway	09,	Robin	F-PT		
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Traffic	Advisory	
(from	Nav	Canada	VFR	Phraseology)	

While	flying	VFR	you	are	responsible	for	looking	for	traffic	around	you.	In	
controlled	airspace,	if	workload	permits,	ATC	may	advise	you	of	traffic	and	
provide	separa2on;	however,	this	does	not	relieve	you	of	the	responsibility	to	
look	for	traffic	as	well.		

Use	the	phrase	LOOKING	FOR	TRAFFIC	if	you	do	not	see	the	traffic.	Use	the	
phrase	TRAFFIC	IN	SIGHT	only	if	you	see	the	traffic.		

If	you	lose	sight	of	traffic,	inform	ATS.		

	

ATC:	(aircral	call	sign)	TRAFFIC	(posi2on	based	on	12hr	clock,	direc2on,	
al2tude,	aircral	type)		

AircraW:	LOOKING	FOR	TRAFFIC/TRAFFIC	IN	SIGHT	(aircral	call	sign)			
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Traffic	Advisory	
(from	Nav	Canada	VFR	Phraseology)	

ATC:	(aircral	call	sign)	TRAFFIC	(posi2on	based	on	12hr	clock,	direc2on,	
al2tude,	aircral	type)		
AircraW:	LOOKING	FOR	TRAFFIC/TRAFFIC	IN	SIGHT	(aircral	call	sign)			
	
Example:		
Tower:	 		F-PT,	TRAFFIC		two	o’clock,	four	miles,	Southbound	bound	Cessna,	

same	al2tude.		
Pilot: 	Looking	for	traffic,	Robin	F-PT			
Pilot: 	Traffic	in	sight,	Robin	F-PT			
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32   | VFR PHRASEOLOGY

Traffic

While flying VFR you are responsible for looking for traffic around you. In controlled airspace, if workload 
permits, ATC may advise you of traffic and provide separation; however, this does not relieve you of the 
responsibility to look for traffic as well.

Use the phrase LOOKING FOR TRAFFIC if you do not see the traffic. Use the 
phrase TRAFFIC IN SIGHT only if you see the traffic. 

If you lose sight of traffic, inform ATS. 

ATC: (aircraft call sign) TRAFFIC (position based on 12hr clock, direction, altitude, aircraft type)

Aircraft: LOOKING FOR TRAFFIC/TRAFFIC IN SIGHT (aircraft call sign)

Romeo Juliett Delta, traffic two o’clock, five miles, northbound Cessna,  
two thousand feet

Looking for traffic, Romeo Juliett Delta

When traffic is in sight…

Traffic in sight, Romeo Juliett Delta

The phrase “with the traffic” has been identified as contributing to communication 
errors and should not be used or accepted by either pilots or ATS.



For	Next	Time	

Prepare	a	script	for	closed	circuit	paCerns	at	your	departure	
airfield.		

A	script	for	startup,	taxi,	take-off	and	closed	circuit	touch-and-
go’s	at	your	departure	airfield.	
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Example	Script	for		

Closed	Traffic	at	LFLG		

DGAC	guidelines	for	readback	but	
using	“will”	for	condi2onal	ac2ons	
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LFLG	–	Closed	Traffic		

Pilot:	 	Le	Versoud	Ground,	Robin		F-GTPT.		Good	Morning	

Ground:	 	F-GTPT,	Le	Versoud	Ground.		Pass	your	message	
Pilot:	 	Robin		F-GTPT	on	the	apron,	2	PoB,	request	taxi	to	Runway	04	for	

closed	traffic	with	informa2on	Bravo	

Ground:	 	F-PT	Taxi	to	Holding	Point	E1.		Contact	Tower	when	ready	on	121.0	

Pilot: 	Taxiing	to	Holding	Point	E1,	will	contact	Tower	when	ready	on	
121.0,	Robin		F-PT	
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LFLG	–	Closed	Traffic		

Pilot:	 	Le	Versoud	Tower,	Robin		F-GTPT	Holding	Point		E1	Runway	
04.	Closed	traffic.	Ready	for	Departure.	

Tower:	 	F-PT,	Le	Versoud	Tower.		Closed	traffic	approved,	Runway	04	
Cleared	for	takeoff,	wind	calm,	report	downwind	Runway	04		
abeam		the	tower	

Pilot:	 	Taking	off	Runway	04	.	Will	report	downwind	Runway	04	
abeam	the	tower.	Robin	F-PT	
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LFLG	–	Closed	traffic	

Pilot:	 	Robin	F-PT	downwind	Runway	04	for	a	touch-and-go.	

Tower:	 	F-PT,	Number	3,	Report	end	of	downwind	
Pilot:	 	Number	3,	will	report	end	of	downwind,	Robin	F-PT	

…	

Pilot:	 	Robin	F-PT	end	of	downwind	

Tower:	 	F-PT,	number	2,		landing	aircral	on	short	final,	report	final.	

Pilot:	 	Number	2,		Number	1	in	sight,	will	report	final,	Robin	F-PT	
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LFLG	–	Closed	traffic	

Pilot:	 	Robin		F-PT		Final	Runway	04	for	a	touch-and-go.	

Tower:		F-PT,		Cleared	for	touch-and-go	Runway	04.		
	Report	downwind	Runway	04.	Le	Versoud	Tower.	

Pilot:	 	Touch-an-Go,	Runway	04.		

	Will	report	downwind	Runway	04.	Robin	F-PT.	
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Session	Planning	(*aspira2onal*)	

9	November 	The	FCL055	Ra2ng,	Course	structure,	Presenta2on	of	Par2cipants,		
	Informa2on	Resources,	Sample	Prac2ce	Flight	

16	November	 	Flight	Crews,		ATC	Overview,	Numbers,	ATIS	Structure,	Sample	Flight	
Briefing.		

23	November	 	Flight	Briefings	by	Crews	1	to	7	
30	November	 	Flight	Briefings	Crews	8	and	9,		Taxi	and	Departure	Clearances,	Sample		

departure	and	Taxi	Script	
07	December 	Taxi	Scripts	crews	1	to	6	
14	December	 	Taxi	Scripts	Crews	7,	8,	and	9,		Flying	the	Pa@ern,	Sample	Script.		
21	December	 	Pa@ern	PracLce,	Cross	Country	Phraseology,	Sample	Enroute	scripts.		
28	December 		?		
04	January	 	Enroute	Scripts,		Air	spaces	and	airways,	Sample	Arrival	briefing	
11	January 	Arrival	Briefings,	Landing,	Refueling	and	Taxi	to	Parking.			
18	January 	Arrival	Radio	Prac2ce,	Weather	Charts,	Inflight	Emergencies	
25	January 	Inflight	Emergency	Prac2ce,	ATIS	prac2ce.	
01	February 	Class	Debriefings,	FCL	055	VFR	test	prepara2on.		
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