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Aviation English Master Class

• The FCL055 Rating

• Class Organization and Planning

• Presentation of participants

• Aviation English Resources

• Tasks for next week
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What is a Master Class?

Advanced training for experienced practitioners who share 
knowledge and experience. 

Principle:  Participants share experience under the guidance of a 
master. (In our case: give briefings, share experience,  and 
practicing radio communications)

Participants learn by doing. Benefit is determined by your effort. 

Plan a flight that you would like to make. Make the flight that 
you have planned with your crew (or others).
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The FCL055 Rating

• From 5th March 2008 all flight crew members and air traffic 

controllers involved in international traffic are required to prove their 

competence in English. 

• Proficiency in plain English and English phraseology equivalent to 

ICAO level 4, is a condition of licensing for professional pilots and 

for air traffic controllers

• FCL.055 VFR (English) rating is required for French VFR Pilots to 

use English for Aviation Radio Communications  outside of France. 

• Proficiency in plain English and English phraseology can save your 

life in an emergency situation.
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The FCL055 Rating
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The FCL055 Rating
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The FCL055 Rating

FCL 055 VFR level 4 is accessible to non-native english speakers 
at CEF Level B2 who are familiar with Aviation vocabulary and 
practice. 

A CEF B2 user can communicate easily and spontaneously in a 
clear and detailed manner. This is not yet an experienced 
speaker, but a B2 user is able to understand and be understood 
in most situations.

(see 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_European_Framework_
of_Reference_for_Languages)
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The FCL055 test Example
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The FCL055 test Example
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The ACD Aviation English Master Class

Participants are assumed to have language abilities and aviation 
experience equivalent to a FCL055 level 4 (or higher), and are 
seeking to  improving vocabulary,  comprehension  and fluency 
of expression. 

Method. 

1) We will form flight crews of two or three participants who 
will choose an aircraft and call sign, and plan and simulate a 
VFR cross country flight. 

2) Each session will be devoted to a phase of the flight, with 
briefings by teams, radio practice, and war stories (REX). 

Advice:  Choose and aircraft, departure and destination for 
which you have access to aircraft manuals, weather and charts.

10



The ACD Aviation English Master Class

Why Flight Crews? 
1. Preparation and practice with your team-mates between sessions

2. The crew can fill-in for occasional absences. 

Recommended methods for preparation: 

• Briefings: 
• Organize charts and documentation. Agree on contents. 

• Prepare a presentation (powerpoint, word, pdf, etc) to share

• It is OK to use ChatGPT, Google Translate, etc, but you are responsible.

• Radio Communications Practice

• Compose and write-out the messages 

• Practice with Crewmates between sessions. 
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The ACD Aviation English Master Class

Typical Session Structure: 

1) Briefing by each team about session topic for their flight.

2) Radio Communications Practice

3) Theory for next session, sample briefing 
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Session Planning (*aspirational*)

20 October The FCL055 Rating, Course structure, Presentation of Participants, 

 Information Resources, Sample Practice Flight

27 October Form Flight Crews,  ATC Overview, Numbers, ATIS Structure, Sample Flight 
Briefing. 

3 November Flight Briefings 

10 November Flight Briefings,  Taxi and Departure Clearances, Sample startup and taxi  
Script

17 November Practice prepared Scripts for startup and taxi  

24 November Flying the Pattern, Sample Script. 

1 December Pattern Practice. 

8 December Enroute and Arrival, Flight Plans, Sample Enroute scripts

15 December Practice Enroute and Arrival Scripts  

22 December Practice Enroute and Arrival Scripts,  Inflight Emergencies,

29 December Inflight Emergencies, Weather, FCL 055 VFR test preparation.

(22 and 29 December sessions may me rescheduled to early January). 13



Presentation of Participants
(2 minutes max par participant)

In English, please state: 

1) Your name, professional activity and current location

2) Qualifications and total number of hours

3) What aircraft, departure and destination would you like to 
use for the exercises. 

(We have 14 participants. Please be brief.)
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Aviation English Participants
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https://www.aeroclubdudauphine.fr
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http://crowley-coutaz.fr/jlc/FCL055
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Tasks for Next Week

Confirm your team mates
• Aim for complementary abilities. 

Choose your aircraft and call sign
• Choose an aircraft for which you have a POH

(Pilots Operating Handbook = Manuel de Vol)

Choose your departure and destination airports
• Choose different class airports for departure and 

arrival. For example: Departure from Class D, 
arrival at Class E. 
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ACD MasterClass Flight Crews

Team Names Call Sign Type Departure Destination notes

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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Sample Practice Flight

San Antonio International Airport (KSAT) 

to Hondo field (KHDO) in South Texas. 

with a Cirrus SR20 G3 
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KSAT to KHDO (39 Nm at 250°)



SR20 N689PG

2008 Cirrus SR20 (G3)
Serial Number 1889
Engine:  Continental  IO-360-ES (200 hp)

Avidyne Entegra Avionics
Dual GNS 430 GPS/NAV/COM WAAS receivers
STEC 55X Autopilot with Flight Director, 
GTX 327 Transponder, GDL-88 ADSB-IN/OUT, 
Skywatch Active Traffic System, Stormscope, XM 
Weather

Texas Skies Aviation
Boerne Stage Field (5C1)



Bill and his Gruman at KHDO
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